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Fromvthe Manse .......oem

I'm glad to have the opportunity to express my immense
gratitude to members and friends of the Circuit and wider
communities for your kindness and warmth and sincerity of your

welcome.

Over a month has already passed since the formal service of
welcome on the first day of September. Thank you to everyone
who helped with and attended that event, and to the Circuit
Stewards and others who prepared the Manse for my arrival.
Thank you for all that was done behind the scenes as well as up
front and for the wonderful hospitality extended to those who
travelled from Redruth and further afield. I am extremely
grateful to Ruth Wilton and Brian Thornton for being with us as
representatives of the District and Connexion, with ecumenical
and local community representatives also sharing in the service.
It was a special time that I'll long remember. Thank you all.

No matter how exciting the adventure may be of moving to a
new place, times of change are seldom without some degree of
apprehension and anxlety, Arriving In one place necessarily
means leaving another. Saying farewells and letting go of
familiar patterns are, for me, a difficult and painful part of the
itinerant system of Methodist ministry.

I recognise, of course, that this period of transition affects you
just as it does mel You, too, have had farewells to make. I join
with you In thanking God for the ministry of Revd. Michael and
Ann Pullan, Their Influence and care has been highly valued and
their presence In Scilly is missed. On a personal level, I'm
grateful indeed for their guidance and help. Our prayers and
good wishes go with them for fulfiilment and enjoyment in this
new phase of their lives.

I'm aware that for you as a Circuit the summer has held the
sadness of bereavement too. Remembering the lives of Church
members and friends who have died, we continue to pray for and
surround with love those who grieve,
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As we begin this Methodist year with whatever new challenges
and opportunities awalt, we might perhaps keep before us the
words of one of the prayers from the worship on 1* September ...

"Give us wisdom, Lord, to know your will,
and courage to do It,
May our words declare your love and
may our compassion give substance to our words .....

Grace and peace,
Cavole

N~

We are sad to report the passing of two long standing
members of our St. Mary’s congregation: -

Mr. Len Michell - (16/03/1940 - 21/07/2021)
Local Preacher and Chapel Organist

and

Mrs. Claire Jenkins - (09/03/35 - 17/08/2021)
Communion Steward and Christian Ald Representative

We give thanks for their faithful service and witness over
many years and hold their loved ones in our prayers,

Sylvia Michell
Miriam, Esther, Roz, Phllip and their families

Brian Jenkins
Elizabeth, Nick and their familles
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News from St. Martin’s ....cveeessnss

We said our ‘not quite’ final farewells and thanks to Michael and
Ann at a tea party held at Polreath tea rooms before Michael’s
last service with us. (He was seen a couple of weeks later In the

back row of the Chapel ...?!)

We held a collection and presented a wooden bow! crafted on the
Island by Viv Allsop, St, Martin’s sea salt, a voucher for
Churchtown flowers and a cheque to spend on their next cruise,
We shared some special memories and before we could reach
Chapel ran for our waterproofs as the Heavens opened - a sign?!

We have now warmly welcomed our new minister, Rev. Carole
Holmes, and hope she enjoys her time with us., She has not
come far - only West Cornwall, but I'm sure she will discover
simllarities but also many differences - not least winter boating
experiences! We wish her a happy and fulfilling ministry in the

Islands.

Carole’s second service was our Harvest Festival celebrations,
when she spoke of how lucky we are to have ample harvests able
to feed us all, yet elsewhere In the world there is so much

poverty and starvation.

We all chose the Harvest hymns, which are so well loved and
memorable, with Carole linking them to scripture and the
realities of our world today,

Due to the current uncertain pandemic situation we decorated
the Chapel modestly with local produce and flowers including
nonagenarian farmer Derek’s Belladonnas providing a blaze of
colour. As there has been such a fishing and farming tradition on
the Island In recent times, the Harvest celebrations always seem

particularly significant.

We thank God for His wonderful creations; may we have the
wisdom to manage and care for them with sensitivity and

respect.
3 Val Thomas



The Rev. Sonia Hicks has been elected and inducted as President
of the Methodist Conference for 2021/2022. The Induction took
place on Saturday 25" June at the National Conference Centre,
Birmingham, during the Methodist Conference.

Sonia Hicks, who comes from a long line of Methodists as far
back as her great-grandfather who was a Local Preacher In
Jamaica, has served as a Circult Superintendent in three
connections: Britain, The Methodist Church In the Caribbean and
Americas and the Methodist Church in Ireland. She is currently
the Superintendent Minister in Wembley, North London.

In her Conference address Mrs. Hicks focused on her theme for
the year, "God’s Table: An Invitation for All," reflecting on the
racism and marginalisation she and her family have experienced
and how the Church can respond to Injustice and division in
society today. She recalled the experience of her Great Aunt
Lize, who had arrived from Jamaica with her Methodist
membership card only to be ejected from her local Methodist
Church because she was black. People are fine, we think, as
long as they look like me, act like me, believe like me. As long
as they are 'my sort.’ The trouble is God's invitation to the feast
ls bigger than our fears of difference, greater than our
prejudices. God'’s Invitation seeks to encompass all who long for
the good news of freedom, justice, mercy and acceptance.”

Sonla and her family eventually found a Methodist home at
Walworth Methodist church in South London.

“In a world where people are excluded because of thelr ethnic
background, their sexual orientation, their gender or simply
because, llke me, they were brought up on a council estate, I
believe that we are called to show God’s love for all people. Itis
a calling that Christian people have always struggled with, but
we can and should be better at making God's love a reality In the
British Methodist Church, overcoming the systemic discrimination
that exists.”



Looking to the future, the President said:

“As Christians we are to mirror the grace and the mercy of
God. We are to find ways of Issuing God’s Invitation of
acceptance to those we meet on a dally basis. No ifs, no

buts.

I believe that there is a place for all in the presence of God,
at God's Table. But, as we acknowledge that everyone has
a place, we also must acknowledge that we will therefore
live with the tension of not all thinking the same. We will
also have to recognise that living with such tension is

never the easy option.”

Sonia continues............

“Just as the minister ejected my Great Aunt Lize from the
Methodist Church, I think it is just as well that it is God
who Invites us to the table and that none of us are given
the responsibility of assessing who should be Invited and
who Is welcomed. Maercifully, it is God alone who invites us
to come because it is God's table.”
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On the wings of prayer our burdens take flight
And our load of care becomes bearably light,
And our heavy hearts are lifted above
To be healed by the balm of God’s wondrous love,
And the tears In our eyes are dried by the hands
Of a loving Father who understands
All of our problems, our fears and despair,
When we take them to Him on the wings of a prayer.

Helen Steiner Rice



Mrs. Barbara Easton, was elected Vice President and
inducted at the Conference on 25" June. Before becoming
Connextional Director of Education in 2014 she was an RE
teacher, Inclusion and Interfaith specialist and secondary
head teacher in the West Midlands. She now leads the
Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and Is a Local

Preacher.

Speaking about how the Church moves forward
ecumenically Barbara said: “I am urging you, my sisters
and brothers, to see that we still have something valuable
to bring to the Church’s table and to be confident about the
colour and texture that we add to make the ecumenical
quilt richer. If the Church is called to be a sign to the
world, then we are raised up as a sign to the sign.”
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Farewell ........

At the morning service on 8™ August we said 'Farewell’ to
the Rev. Michael Pullan and his wife, Ann, who were
leaving Scilly to retire in Nailsea, near Bristol.

Michael came to minister to the Scillonian community in
2018 and we are thankful for his leadership over the past

three years.

After the service, refreshments were shared in the Hall and
Michael and Ann were presented with a clock made on

St. Mary’s by Orlel Hicks, together with a cheque, In
appreclation of their ministry.

We wish both Michael and Ann a very happy and healthy

retirement.
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On Wednesday 1* September we were delighted to
welcome the Rev. Carole Holmes as the new Methodist
Superintendent Minister for the Isles of Scilly.

The speaker at the Induction service was Mr. Brian
Thornton (Past Vice President of Methodist Conference) and
Mrs. Ruth Wilton (District Lay Stationing Representative)
made the presentation,

There was a large congregation present to offer Carole
friendship, support and prayers as we pledged to join
together in the work to which God has called us.

Several members from Carole’s previous circuits travelled
to Scilly for the service to wish her well in her new

appointment.

Following the service, refreshments and fellowship were
shared in the Chapel Hall.

We will hold Carole in our prayers and look forward to
working together.

N NVNNN NN
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On St. Mary’s the offerings for July amounted to £981.00
and in August, £687.00. Both figures include standing

orders.



Songs of GIOry ....c.cvveess
The Unintentional Hymn

Immortal Love, for ever full,
For ever flowing free,
For ever shared, for ever whole,
A never-ebbing sea.

Our outward lips confess the Name
All other names above;
Love only knoweth whence it came,
And comprehendeth love.

We may not climb the heavenly steeps
To bring the Lord Christ down;
In vain we search the lowest deeps,
For Him no depths can drown.

For warm, sweet, tender, even yet
A present help Iis He;
And faith has still its Olivet,
And love Its Galllee.

The healing of His seamless dress
Is by our beds of pain;
We touch Him in life’s throng and press,
And we are whole again.

Through Him the first fond prayers are said
Our lips of childhood frame,
The last low whispers of our dead
Are burdened by His name.

O Lord and Master of us all,
Whate’er our name or sign,
We own Thy sway, we hear Thy call,
We test our lives by Thine.
John Greenleaf Whittler 1807-92
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In the Merrimac Valley of East Haverhill, Massachusetts, a large
farmhouse, the birthplace of John Greenleaf Whittier, Is a
favourite tourist attraction. The meetinghouse where his family
and neighbours met regularly for worship Is also still standing.
The Quakers met and waited In silence for the Spirit to move in
thelr midst. They never sang hymns.

As a youth John worked on the family farm. A schoolteacher,
who sensed something extraordinary In this young boy, gave him
a copy of the poems of Robert Burns. The poetry fascinated him
and he made his beginning efforts to write poetic verse, When a
friend suggested to John's father that he should send the boy to
college to be a writer, the father scornfully replied, "Sir, poetry
will not give him bread.”

But two years of schooling at Haverhill Academy fuelled his
imagination and sharpened his writing skill. He became editor of
the Pennsylvanian Freeman, an antl-slavery newspaper published
in Philadelphia.  Whittier employed and Influenced without
restraint against the evils of slavery.

He thought many of his poems would not survive the occasion for
which they were written. In his own words they were "protests,
alarm signals, trumpet calls to action, words wrung from the
writers heart, forged at white heat.,” Whittier wrote no hymns,
but editors have selected lines and verses from his writings,
fitted them to appropriate melodies and included them In our
hymnals.

“Immortal Love, Forever Full” is taken from Whittler’'s larger
poem “Our Master,” written In 1866. Its thirty eight verses seek
to show that Christ is found not In great cathedrals, nor in rituals
or rites, nor In systems or symbols, but in the heart of an
individual in faith, hope and obedience.

Other hymns that bear Whittier’s name are *O Brother Man, Fold
to Thy Heart Thy Brother,” Dear Lord and Father of Mankind,”
and "I Know Not What the Future Hath.”
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Fairtrade ........

Fairtrade profit for the year ending 31® August 2021 was
£407.00. Many thanks to everyone who made purchases.

£125.00 each was given to the Fund for World Mission and
the Fund for Home Mission; £60.00 to All we Can (formerly
Methodist Relief Fund); £60.00 to the Fairtrade Exchange;
£20.00 to the Methodist Fund for Human Need and £17.00
to the Bustamante Hospital, Jamaica.

Purchases can still be made - catalogues are being sent to
Patti Brooks, Jean Duncan and Jacky Perkins.

If Advent Calendars are required the choice Is;-
Divine Milk or dark chocolate advent @ £4.99 each
Real Advent (Includes a book) @ £4.50 each
Ordinary religious Advent (no chocolates) @ £2.95 each
Orders should be passed to Jean Duncan, please.

Many thanks, Michael Pullan,
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Sometimes it takes only one act of kindness and caring to
change a person’s life,

Jackie Chan
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Commonly, we hear much nowadays of the benefit of being
‘clever’, ‘smart’ or ‘savvy’. Yet, it seems rare for many to
speak of the infinite value of wisdom. The Bible tells us,
even shouts out, that wisdom Is more valuable than all
else. To possess wisdom Is to access the very heart of

God.

It is belleved that King Solomon wrote the book of
Ecclesiastes, part of the ‘Wisdom Literature’ of the Bible.
This particular book seeks to go beyond the world’s most
popular questions, which too often begin how - "How can I
succeed?”; “How can I be popular?”, “How can I make
more money?” Whilst these questions are not necessarily
wrong, the book of Ecclesiastes asks a deeper and far more
important question. Solomon urges us to examine our
purpose and motives, and challenges us to consider the

very purpose of life,

Eccleslastes is a memorable book. Many of you will have
heard it spoken, but perhaps never realised. Do you
remember as a child returning from school only to hear
your parent say, “I understand you got told off by the
teacher today?” Unable to grasp at such a young age that
aduits talk to each other, you were, In the words of our
grandchildren, “gobsmacked”l How could our parents
possibly know? And then you hear them say, “A little bird
told me.” That's from the book of Ecclesiastes - “Do not
revile the king ....... Because a bird In the sky may carry

your words...."”
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Churches that become passionate about people outside
their walls will be far more effective than Churches that are
passionate only about keeping the few people they have

inside their walls.
Carey Nieuwhof
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From Nick Fawcett’s book ‘Daily Prayer 2’

In sum then, my friends, we advise and encourage you in the
Lord Jesus, that, just as you have learnt from us concerning the
way to live and please God, and just as you have in fact been
doing precisely that, so you should strive to become ever more

like Him.
1 Thessaloanians 4:1

Do you remember the children’s television series, Record
Breakers, presented by the late Roy Castle? It featured attempts
by various people to set all kinds of world records. Many of
these were offbeat if not downright bizarre, yet all of the
participants part shared a common aim; to be the best In their
chosen task. And, of course, they were not alone In that
ambition. Athletes and sports people, for example, constantly
strive to record new personal, national or world bests in their
particular disciplines, just as the majority of people in whatever
their field of work, likewise strive for excellence.

As Christlans we're not called to compete against one another,
still less to consider ourselves In any way better than those
around us. Such an attitude would be the antithesis of Christian
humility. What we should aim for, however, is to be the best
that we can be to fulfil , If you like, our Christian potential so that
we approximate a little more closely to the people God would
have us be. That’s what Paul had in mind In his words to the
Thessalonlans, and Indeed in all his letters. Time and again,
what he had to say to his readers amounted simply to this: strive
to be more like Christ, aim to walk more faithfully in His way,
consecrate to Him the very best that you can offer. We may not
set any records, indeed our efforts may go unrecorded and
unmarked, but that doesn’t matter. God knows the thoughts of
our hearts and responds accordingly. Can we offer Him less than
our best?
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Lord Jesus Christ, day by day may my life display a little less of
me and a little more of you. Amen.

Reproduced with the kind permission of the Publishers,
Kevin Mayhew Ltd.
Buxhall, Stowmarket,
Suffolk. IP14 3PW

www. kevinmayhew.com
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“This is the day the Lord has made,
let us rejoice and be glad in it!”

I can't think of a better way to start the day. When you
begin in a ‘frenzied flurry,” that’s pretty much the way it
will go all day. I've been there, done that.

Instead, make your morning hope full. Put on your
favourite dressing gown, enjoy a quiet cup of coffee or tea,
maybe have a little music playing in the background. Open
your Bible to a favourite passage, read a bit, and then ask
God for the strength and courage to spend the day In hope.
Give the day clarity and meaning. Hold every moment

sacred.
Emile Barnes
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There are no strangers to God’s love,
yet we have privatised God’s grace.
Bounded by nationhood and lies,

in fear we shrouded love’s own face.
Acknowledging our sin and greed

we come confessing common need.

These our are neighbours and our friends,
the ones who run In fear from war,

who dread abuse by power or state,

or seek the means to be less poor;

these are the ones we have denied,

as in each one the Christ has cried.

When people seeking sanctuary

come to this place and need our aid,
then in Christ’s name let’s offer care;
through this our debt of love is paid.
God’s grace is free, this grace receive,

Let actions show what we believe.
Andrew Pratt

Singing the Faith 716
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A large congregation of locals and visitors gathered at St. Mary's
on the morning of Sunday 12" September for the Harvest
Festival service which was led by Rev, Carole. The Chapel was
beautifully decorated with a wonderful variety of flowers.

Coffee was served in the Hall after the service and a time of
fellowship was enjoyed.

The produce was distributed the following day and was gratefully
recelved.
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Winter stays his hoary hand
Translucent autumn sunshine
Echoes summer’s golden days
And tranquil Scilly slumbers,

Fields shading yellow, white
Heads of wondrous lilies
Wave and toss in serried rows
While tranqull Scilly slumbers.

Gold finches bathe in gentle pool

Red willows gleam In evening sun,

Lower Moor flows in marshy sites
And tranquil Scilly slumbers.

Valerie Jacob

Old Town church yard seat
Birds song - eyes fill
Picnic crumbs - young robins thrive
Blessed, dear Scillies - good to be alive.

First on Peninnis - cuckoo In flight
Stonechat on bramble scolding with might
Why does my soul feel right here?

Is this the “Ancient’s” corner
My real, true home?

What is It that makes my heart feel right?
Sights, sounds, smells, sea birds, people?
I just know, I just know
Buzza Hill - good morning
Dear peace - hello, hello.
Valerie Jacob - 1964
(A reguilar visitor)
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G°°d News SARERRRRRRNNA

Always Pray - Pray Everywhere

How wonderful of God to tell us in the Bible “"Always pray”
(Luke 18:v1) and “Pray everywhere” (1 Tim 2:v8). In
every place. There is no place that the believer in Christ,
the believer in the word of God, the Bible, wishes to escape
from God. He has shown His kindness to us in the sending
of His Son, Jesus Christ, to make the way back to God
possible. Repentance and faith in Christ, His finished work
on the Cross, these are the two important steps that lead
to our salvation and happiness.

My sister, Penny, told me of a time recently when she was
confronted by a personal medical emergency, She had to
give a ‘yes’ or 'no’ to a procedure, She said she
immediately closed her eyes and prayed to God. She gave
her assent. It turned out well, but she had to be prepared
that if it did not turn out well her trust was still in God
above.

Pray everywhere, in every place. The Bible tells us in
Romans 12:v12 “Be constant in prayer.” Speak to Him, He
loves to hear His children pray. We are totally dependent
on Him. Thank Him for the beauty of nature which shines
In God’s handiwork. The sky above, the stars, the plants,
the sun and moon. The earth below, the multitude of
colours in plants and flowers, vegetables - all given for our
good and enjoyment. The sea - and here in Scilly I come
into my own! The delights of a sparkling sea, refreshing,
energizing. All, of course, to be treated with care and
caution, Looking after the planet that God has given us.
Thanking Him for every sight that delights the eye and
intellect.
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The season of Harvest Is here. That lovely hymn ‘Great Is
Thy Faithfulness’ by T. O, Chisholm (1866-1960) comes to

mind -

“Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide.
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine with ten thousand beside!”

Pauline Jackson Cocking
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Dates for your diary .......cueeene
Remembrance Service - Sunday 14" Nov. 2021

The Bishop of Truro, the Rt. Rev. Philip Mountstephen, is
planning to visit the Islands during the weekend of
Remembrance when he will preach at the joint service at
the Parish Church on St. Mary’s and, hopefully, also on

St. Martin’s.

Christmas Coffee morning

It is hoped to hold a coffee morning early in December to
resume our fund raising events for various local and

national charities.
Further details to follow in due course
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Meet the knife-crime victim’s Mum ....ouveee

Four teenagers were jailed for life for murdering Zac when
he was just 15. They are paying for their crime with
sentences ranging from 14 to 18 years. But their victim’s
mother, Sarah, has written to each of them, offering

forgiveness.

On 1% July 2010, Zac, from Brixton, London, was chosen
from his school to speak at a Youth Against Violence
conference. His mum said ‘He told me he wanted to help
young people. He was so happy and full of hope.’

The next day he left for school at about 8.30 a.m. His
house phone rang an hour later. It was a teacher from
Zac's school. ‘Zac has been stabbed.’

When Sarah arrived at the school together with her
youngest daughter, the road was cordoned off and she
could see the ambulance. The police drove them to the
hospital, but by the time she reached Zac'’s bedside he had
been unresponsive for 45 minutes. ‘I collapsed and fell on
the floor. They put me on a stretcher and I was next to
him when he was pronounced dead.’

At the trial, the Old Bailey heard how he had been stabbed
four times and then lay dying on his back in the garden of
a house just yards from his school.

Recalling her reaction at the trial, Sarah says, ‘Each day I
was seeing these young people and I couldn't hate them,
even though they had shed my son’s blood. When I heard
their background; one of them had been passed from one
place to another, rejected by his mum, being cared for by
his sister; I felt so guiity. I could have been a nelghbour to
these young boys. I could have reached out to them, I feit

sorry for them.
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'If I believe that Jesus came to die for my sin and gave His
life for me, I am meant to forgive. He rose again to give
me hope - hope that I will see Zac again. I prayed about it
and I decided "I am going to forgive them.” It was so
painful but if I hadn't forgiven them I'd be dead now or
insane. That is the strength that the Lord has given me. 1
couldn’t have done it on my own, I couldn’t hold onto that

pain.’

Sarah was born into a Muslim household but when her
husband passed away in 2006 she started going to church.
She became a Christian two years later and was baptised.
Her Christian faith was all she could cling onto as she came
to terms with the tragedy. Now she visits schools and
prisons as part of a London City Mission initiative called
Operation Forgiveness, meeting young people and warning
them of the dangers of knife crime. ‘We pray that lives will
be changed and we talk about forgiveness,’ she says.

Zac's sister, Tayo, and her husband, Jason, are also part of
the Operation Forgiveness team. Tayo was 27 when her
brother died. At first she wanted revenge, but seeing the
strength her mum found through her relationship with
Jesus, prompted Tayo to become a Christian too, but
forglving her brother’s killers was too much at first.

‘Because of everything I saw God do at that time, I gave
my life to Christ. I knew that we are commanded to
forgive - but it was something that was too big to forgive.
My little brother had been killed. I didn’t want to consider
it. The hate in me grew. I was so angry and over the
course of time I became a different person and my
relationship with people changed because I was so closed

and angry.
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